Perspectives were gathered from students and whānau/families using kanohi ki te kanohi (face-toface) and talanoa faafesagai (face-to-face) interviews and focus groups. This supplementary material outlines the methods and tools used.
Student Focus Groups
An earlier visit to the schools introduced the project, and asked students if they wanted to participate, and whether they wanted to be included in a Pasifika or Māori student focus group. The overwhelming majority of focus groups comprised Pasifika students, which given Pasifika students make up 76% of all Academy students, was not unexpected.
The fieldwork built on the initial logic model developed at the start of the evaluation to visualise how the Academies were expected to have an impact on their intended outcomes. Students were presented with a series of statements outlined in the focus group guide below. They were asked to add their opinions to these statements, and then sort them in order of importance. Smaller focus groups did this by a collective discussion. Other larger groups had students voting individually, and then reviewing their collective results. Students were also able to introduce their own statements or expand on the statements provided, in order to explain more fully "how being in an Academy most influenced them". 
Students Focus Group Guide

Focus Groups with Families and Whānau
The researchers were present at parent and whānau evenings at both schools and offered attendees the opportunity to be interviewed in person, or attend a small focus group. A number of these focus groups were conducted in Samoan.
Families and Whānau Focus group guide 4. Have you seen any evidence of changes across the rest of school as a result of having an Academy?
5. Is there anything about the way the Academy works that could be improved or changed?
